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Mr. President:

Costanza, Jordan, Powell, Hugh
Carter and Harden concur with
Greqg.

Hugh observes that the cost of
Medals of Freedom (plus case)
was $172 ten years ago, when
last minted.

Jody suggests that the Presiden-
tial Citizens Medal be reviewed

again by the senior staff, once

the existing stock is depleted,

before being phased out.

Rick



TiZ FRESIDENT FAS TzERY.
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

<\
X

June 10, 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR: The President

FROM: Greg Schneiders&?‘,1y,/

SUBJECT: The Presidential Medal of Freedom
The Presidential Citizens Medal

I. The Presidential Medal of Freedom

When President Truman established the award in 1945
it was designated the "Medal of Freedom" and could be
awarded by the President, Secretary of State, Secretary of
War, Secretary of Navy and such other officers as they
might designate. Executive Order No. 9586, July 6, 1945.

In 1963 President Kennedy changed the name of the
award to the "Presidential Medal of Freedom" and reserved
exclusively to the President the right to award the medal.
The Distinguished Civilian Service Board, established by
President Eisenhower in connection with another award,
was to make recommendations of recipients to the President.
Executive Order No. 11085, February 22, 1963.

President Nixon removed this function from the
Distinguished Civilian Service Board and placed it with
the White House staff. Executive Order No. 11515,
March 13, 1970.

The medal may be awarded in two degrees: the
Presidential Medal of Freedom and the Presidential Medal
of Freedom (with distinction). To receive the award the
recipient must have "made an especially meritorious con-
tribution to (1) the security or national interest of the
United States, or (2) world peace, or (3) cultural or
other significant public or private endeavors." Executive
Order No. 9586, section 2(a), July 6, 1945, This
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Presidential Citizens Medal is distinguished from the
Medal of Freedom in that it honors excellence beyond
the call of duty, while the Medal of Freedom honors
excellence within the recipients field of work.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Since we have 485 of these in stock, I suggest
we award them quietly to deserving persons suggested by
staff and approved by you and then discontinue this
award.

ACTION
I. (1) Continue Presidential Medal of Freedom
unchanged.
APPROVE ‘/ DISAPPROVE

(2) Discontinue Presidential Medal of
Freedom (with distdinction).

APPROVE DISAPPROVE

(3) Reduce the number of recipients each 2;
year. f
APPROVE v~ DISAPPROVE M"‘ '7 /

(4) Phase out the Presidential Citizens Medal.

APPROVE DISAPPROVE
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Presidential Medal of Freedom

The aatien’s highest clvilian award, the Presideatial Medal of Freedom, was instituted by President
John F. Keneesdy to honor those “who contribute sipnificantty to the quality of American life.”” It was

awarded for the first time on July 4, 1963.
1963 Awards (By President Kennedy)

Msarian Anderson (contralto)

Ralph J. Bunche (U. N. undersecretary)
Eilsworth Bunker (diplomat)

Pablo _Casals (cellist)

Genevieve Caulfield (educator)

James B. Conant (educator)

John F. Enders (bacteriologist)

Fellx Frankfurter (jurlst)

Karl Holton (youth suthority)

Join XXIII (Pope)*

Joun P, Kennedy (President of U. 8.)°
Robert J. Kiphuth {athletic director)
Edwin H. Land (Inventor)

Herbert H. Lehman (statesman)

Robert A. Lovett (statesman)

J. Clifford MacDonald (educator)

John J.'MecCloy (banker and statesman)
George Meany (labor leader)
Alexander Meiklejohn (philosopher)
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe (architect)
Jean Monnet (European statesman)
Luis Mufios-Marin (Goverpor, Puerto Rico)
Clarence B. Randall (industrialist)
Rudclf Serkin (planist)

Edward Steichen (photographer)
George W. Taylor (educator)

Alan T. Waterman (scientist)

Mark 8. Watson (journalist)

Annie D. Wauneks (public health worker)
E. B. White (euthor)

Thornton Wilder (author)

Edmund Wilson (sauthor and crific)
Andrew N. Wyeth (artist)

1864 Awards (By President Johnson)
Dean Acheson (stetesman)
Detlev W. Bronk (neurophysiologist)
Agron Copland (composer)
Willem de Kooning (palnter)
‘Walt Disney (animated cartoonist)
J. Frank Dobie (author)
Lena F. Edwards (physiclen, humanitarian)
Thomas Stearns Ellot (poet)
Lynn Fontanne (actress)

‘John W. Gardner (educator)

Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh (educator)

' Clarence L. Johnson (aircreft engineer)
Frederick R. Eappel (telephone executive)
Helen A. Keller (educator)

Jobn L. Lewis (labor leader)

Walter Lippmann (journelist)

Alfred Lunt (actor)

Ralph Emerson McGill (Journalist)

Samuel Eliot Morison (historlan)

Lewis Mumford (urben planner and crmc)
Edward R. Murrow (rsdio-TV commentator)
Reinhold Niebuhr (theologlan)

Leontyne Price (soprano)

A. Phillp Randolph (labor leader)

Carl SBandburg (poet, blographer)

Jokn Bteinbeck (author)

Helen B. Tuussig (pediatrician)

Carl Vinson (legislator)

Thomas J. Watson, Jr. (incustrialist)

Paul Dudiey White (physictan)

¢ Awarded postbumously by President Johnson.

ey

) 1967 Awards (By President Johnson)
Ellsworth Bunker (diplomsat)
Bugene M. Locke (diplomat)
Robert W. Komer (government worker)
1968 Awards (By President Johnson)
Robert S. McNamara (government offictal)
James Webb (NASA administrator)
1969 Awards (By President Johnson)
Eugene R. Black (banker)
McGeorge Bundy (government official)

. Clark M. Clifford (statesman)

Michael E. DeBakey (surgeon)

David Dubinsky (labor leader)

Henry Ford II (Industrialist)

Ralph Ellison (author)

W. Averell Harrimen (stabesman)

Bop Hope (comedian)

Edgar Kaiser (industrialist)

Mary Lasker (philantbropist)

John W. Macy, Jr. (government official)
Gregory Peck (actor)

Laurance S. Rockefeller (conservationist)
Walt W. Rostow (government ofiicial)
Dean Rusk (statesman)

Merriman Smith (journalist)

Cyrus R. Vance (government cficial)
Willlam 8. White (journalist)

Roy Wilkins (soclal welfare executive)
Whitney M. Young (social welfare executive)

1969 Awards (By President Nixon)
Col. Edwin E. Aldrin, Jr. (astronaut)

Nell A. Armstrong (astronatut)
Lt. Col. Michael Collins (sstronsut)
Duke Ellington {(musician)

1970 Awards (By President Nixon)
Apollo 13 Misslon Operations Team
Earl Charles Behrens (journalist)
Fdward T. Folliard (journalist)
¥red Wallace Halse, Jr. (astrongut)
Willlam M, Henry (journsalist) *

Arthur Krock (journalist)

David Lawrence (journalist)

George Gould Lincoln (journsalist)
James A. Lovell, Jr. (astronaut)
Raymond Moley (journalist)

Eugene Ormandy (conductor)

Adela Rogers St. Johns (journalist)
John Leonard Swigert, Jr. (astronaut)

19731 Awards (By President Nixon)
Bam Goldwyn (film producer)

Meanlio Brosio (NATO secretary general)
William J. Hopkins (White House executive
clerk)

1972 Awards (By President Nixon)
Lila and DeWitt Wallace (founders of Read-

ers Digest)
John Pgul Venn (adviser in Vietnmam war)

1973 Awards (By President Nixon)
John Ford (film director)

Willlam P. Rogers (diplomat)

1974 Award (By President Nixon)
Melvin R. Lalrd (government officlal)
Dr. Charles L. Lowman (orthopedist)
Paul G. Hoffman (statesman)

* Awarded posthumously.






determination is in the sole discretion of the President
and, if he chooses, he may award the medal posthumously.

Announcement of awards of the medal is usually
made annually around July 4th, although the President
may award it at other times if he thinks it appropriate.
There is no limit on the number of medals that can be
awarded each vyear.

It was suggested at a recent senior staff meeting
that I coordinate the Medal of Freedom activities. On
that basis I would make the following recommendations:

1. Continue the Presidential Medal of Freedom
procedures unchanged, i. e. have staff
coordinate recommendations of recipients
and make awards on July 4th or at other
times as appropriate. (We have 84 male
and 25 female medals in stock.)

2. Eliminate the Presidential Medal of
Freedom (with distinction.) (We have
none of these in stock at this time.)

3. Reduce the number of recipients to
approximately five each year and uvse them
to highlight important issues.  (For
example the medal could be given to a
young person to highlight youth involvement
or to someone who has done outstanding work
in the field of human rights.) I believe
the award had become somewhat devalued as
it had been given to thirty or more persons
in some years. (A list of all recipients

' is attached.)

II. The Presidential Citizens Medal

The Presidential Citizens Medal was established by
Executive Order 11494 on November 13, 1969, to recognize
U. S. citizens "who have performed exemplary deeds of
service for their country or their fellow citizens." The














































































































































ACTION
Last Day - Friday, June 17

THE WHITE HOUSE W

WASHINGTON

ﬂ’ /
June 14, 1977 74 %A

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT J

FROM STU EIZENSTAT

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill 4390 ~- Authorizing
Appropriations for the San Luis Unit,
Central Valley Project, California

You must decide by Friday, June 17, 1977, whether to sign or
veto this bill.

THE BILL

The bill provides an interim basis for continuing limited
construction work on the San Luis Unit of the Central Valley
Project while needed reforms in Bureau of Reclamation
activities in the controversial Westlands Water District
are achieved. Questionable Bureau of Reclamation subsidies
to large landowners have been revealed in recent investiga-
tions. The bill raises the authorization level for the
project to $31,050,000 for Fiscal Year 1978 for continued
construction of water distribution and drainage facilities,
contingent upon a commitment from the Westlands District

to repay all costs. It also requires the Interior Depart-
ment to create a task force which must report to the
Congress on January 1, 1978, on the financial status,
management, organization and operations of the San Luis
Unit. A renegotiated water service contract would follow
the completion of the task force report.

Secretary Andrus has already begun a review of the Westlands
problem which he feels can readily be ¢onformed to fit the
task force requirement in the bill. OMB states that the
$31,050,000 authorization is consistent with your FY78 Bud-
get request.

The Interior Department testified in favor of the legislation.
The one~year limitation on the increased authorization ceil-
ing is particularly significant as it provides some assurance
that reform will be achieved prior to project construction
beyond FY78. The bill is the product of a compromise among
opposing views in the California Congressional delegation.
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TEE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 14, 1977

MEMORANDUM TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: GRETCHEN POSTON )4

President Perez has requested through
our Ambassador to Venezuela - that
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Sorenson be invited
to the State Dinner.

Mr. Sorenson was counsel to Perez when
he was considering suing the New York

Times for their article accusing him of
accepting CIA funds while Interior Minister.

Yes, invite the Sorensons y/’

No /////’
=
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';: )::“ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 14, 1977

MEETING WITH GRACE OLIVAREZ
Wednesday, June 15, 1977
2:00 p.m. (15 minutes)

The Oval Office

From: Joe Aragon)ﬁ

PURPOSE

To meet with the Director of the Community Services Administration.

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN

A.

B.

C.

Background: As you know you appointed Graciela (Grace)
Olivarez on April 29th to run the Community Services
Administration (CSA- formerly OEO). Since then Grace
has been working hard to hire a professional staff,
improve the agency's efficiency, raise morale and
generally improve the delivery of services to the poor.

Grace is now anxious to move ahead with the business
of the agency and needs some guidance from you on the
matters discussed below.

Participants: The President, Grace Olivarez, Jack
Watson, Joe Aragon.

Press Plan: White House Photo.

TALKING POINTS

A.

Budget - Grace has submitted a budget to OMB which OMB
has substantially reduced. The OMB budget is $442.5
million vs. CSA's proposed budget of $606 million. OMB
feels that the federal budget must be kept down. Grace
feels that increases are imperative.

OMB has also eliminated all winterization (weatherization)
funds. Grace believes there is a strong argument for
restoring them.

Section 631 of the Economic Opportunity Act authorizes
you to establish an Economic Opportunity Council to
coordinate governmental anti poverty efforts. Grace
feels she needs this in order to bring CSA back into

























































































































































